
 

Clean Coasts Project 
Underwater Cleanups 
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS (2014-2015) 

The Jamaica Environment Trust (JET) was engaged by the Tourism 
Enhancement Fund (TEF) to carry out underwater cleanups in    
Jamaican resort areas under the Clean Coasts Project (CCP). JET’s 
Marine Conservation Consultants, Yardie Environmental             
Conservationists, coordinated underwater cleanups at nine sites in 
resort areas stretching from Negril in Westmoreland to Ocho Rios 
in St. Ann. Underwater cleanup sites were: 
 

 Negril – Booby Cay, Blue Castle Caves, Rick’s Café 

 Ocho Rios – former Jamaica Grande, Ocho Rios Reef, Ocho 
Rios Beach 

 Montego Bay – Dead End Beach/Sandals Carlyle as follows, 
Margaritaville, Doctor’s Cave 

 
Cleanups took place at the beginning of the 2014 Winter Tourist 
Season, with a follow up cleanup in May/June 2015.  
 
The main types of garbage found were plastic and glass bottles, 
plastic bags and plastic cups. Overall, 322 plastic bottles were    
collected, 631 glass bottles, 210 plastic bags and 482 plastic cups 
during the underwater cleanups. The sites that yielded most        
garbage each had their own story as to how the waste ended up 
there. The waste at each site also had its own unique composition.  
 

NEGRIL 
 
Of the three sites in Negril, Rick’s Café had the most garbage. There 
was very little garbage in the jumping and swimming area at the 
base of the cliffs. However, further out to sea where the catamarans 
anchor, there was a considerable amount of     
garbage found. This garbage consisted primarily 
of glass bottles which appeared to have been dis-
carded by patrons of the catamaran cruises. The 
bottles were found in groups in sand patches co-
inciding with anchorage points. Of the 631 bottles 
found at all 9 sites, 265 were found in Negril at 
Rick’s Café. Very little solid waste was found at 
the other two sites. Blue Castle Caves had a few 
remnants of memorial sky lanterns; though these 
could impact the marine environment, effects are 
temporary, as they are typically biodegradable.   
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OCHO RIOS 
 
In Ocho Rios, the site adjacent to the gully 
alongside the former    Jamaica Grande Hotel 
yielded the most garbage. The source of the 
garbage was undoubtedly the gully. Plastic 
bags and bag fragments were the dominant 
type of garbage found here. The quantity of 
plastic bags found indicated that it is likely 
that persons are placing their waste in plastic 
bags and dumping them directly into the gully 
or its tributaries. Of the 210 bags found at all 
nine sites, 143 were taken out of the waters of 
the Jamaica Grande site in Ocho Rios. The 
reef adjacent to the Ocho Rios beach was quite 
clean with the exception of two tires which 
had marine life growing on them. Diverse 
types of waste were found offshore Ocho Rios 
Beach, including food wrappers, clothing,    
disposable forks and spoons and bottles, likely discarded by users of that beach. Margaritaville Ocho Rios was also scoped 
and similar garbage to that at Ocho Rios Beach were found.  
 
The magnitude and scattered nature of waste at the Jamaica Grande site, mean underwater cleanups are futile at             
adequately addressing the problem. The Constant stream of garage from the gully quickly reverses the impact any under-
water cleanup work carried out. For this site interventions are needed which target the communities along the gully, as 
well as agencies responsible for garbage collection and gully maintenance in Ocho Rios. In the future, underwater cleanup 
activities should instead focus on the UDC Beach and Margaritaville Ocho Rios sites. At these sites, recreational users are 
far more likely to come in contact with garbage in the marine environment.  

 

MONTEGO BAY 
 
The garbage at the Dead End Beach adjacent to 
the Sandals Carlyle Hotel, appears to be            
generated from persons who sit along the sea 
wall which borders the beach and recreational 
users of the beach. The garbage here comprised 
mostly of glass bottles. Plastic food wrappers of 
different sorts were also common, as well as 
plastic bottles. At the Margaritaville Montego 
Bay site, the bulk of the garbage collected com-
prised of plastic cups branded “Margaritaville”. 
The cups may have blown into the water or been 
carried into the water by Margaritaville patrons 
and left there. Other garbage found at that site 
included glass and plastic bottles. Of the 631 

glass bottles removed from all sites, 282 were taken from Montego Bay and of the 482 plastic cups removed from all sites, 
431 came from Montego Bay. Most of those cups (357) were found at Margaritaville. The Doctor’s Cave Beach yielded 
smaller quantities of garbage. That beach has a team who regularly carries out underwater cleanups, therefore underwater 
cleanup resources should be focused elsewhere in the future.  
 

CONCLUSION 
 
The findings of the 2014-2015 CCP under water cleanups have shown that tourist attractions and recreational activities are 
making significant contributions to marine litter in resort areas. Gullies, drains and other waterways, where present, also 
play a major role in transporting garbage into the marine environment. It is also important to note that the extended 
drought experienced by the island during the cleanup period may have resulted in less garbage than is typical being found 
at all sites.  
 
Results indicate the solution to garbage in the marine environment is multi-tiered. The solid waste management practices 
of ordinary citizens, improved garbage collection and solid waste management infrastructure by the agencies responsible, 
and monitoring and enforcement of anti-litter laws are all necessary to bring about change. Without improvement in all 
these areas, scarce resources will continually need to be dedicated to carrying out both land-based and underwater clean-
ups in resort areas if Jamaica is to preserve its tourism product.  

Montego Bay, St James 

Ocho Rios, St Ann 


